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Among the species encountered during taxonomic studies of the polvstichoid 

was a im le-known South American taxon described bv 
bee (1873)I as Phanerophlebia aurita. Examination of the few available 

sori C t'h^ n H d t‘ SC du ' U laCl( f b ° th the im P ari Pinnate fronds and multiseriate 
sor that distinguish Phanerophlebia from Polystichum. Baker (1891) was the 

rs o note that this taxon was anomalous in Phanerophlebia and he transferred 

PohJrh!f' Un n 8 |, PolyS ‘i chum ’ now universally given generic status as 

bo anist BiaHe S .° bvl0US fro >n herbarium annotations that the Brazilian 
Dotanist Brade also concluded that the 


nL |||, t ^ l,,ul lli c species was miSDlacpri n 

Polvstichum 6 Whilp U || he publ ‘shed the necessary combination in 

Po tiS T- "I ° Ub,S thal (his taxon is best P laced ^ 

be closely related lo 0 *" Brazmin^c^ 3 " ° bSCUre 3nd “ d ° eS n °' aPPear *° 
nuritum (Fde, Baker, Ann. Bot. lox^rj, 5 313 

theCtaS So O h S0 h erb0 ’ aUX ,° rSUeS lin * he Serra d0s not 
tne better known Rio Soberbo in southern Est. Bahia], 3 Apr 1870 Cluziou 

4431 (holotype P; isotypes P! (2 sheets), C, photos LL' MICH 1 ) 

1900 m. 30Nov 1929 Brnde 957 fi 9 d6 j"?’ Terez6 P olis - Pad « Assu, 

Aug 1940, Brude ,6513™^ US) d osOrgaos, Pedra Assu, 200 m, 31 

an’aXTced feam P !e .ha, n ha te fr0r I dS 4 n P °' ySlichum are P r ° b ably best considered 

many While 

irSKIBKS 

represent independent specializations 3 ° SPP ‘ ) ’ whlch P res umably 

independent origins of Phanercmhlphi a r 1 erent ancestra l groups. The 

and molecular (Yatskievych etal., 1988) approaches ’ ^ 19?9) 

advanced characters^sudf'a 8 * 1S defined by a unique combination of 
radicant frond apices All of i®" 3810 " 10311 ^ venation, multiseriate sori. and 

species of Polystichum sensu strict \ ndMd ™"y a ‘ 3 ° found in 

at the generic level, other than to satisfy trad'd ion d°s u s p e?" On di U C m P ' h"' T 
•here presently does not exist a comprehensive inCSclS 
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Polystichum, so reincorporation of the segregates would not serve to clarify 
evolutionary relationships. Combinations are available for many of the species 
in Polystichum, but until further research provides a better understanding of 
interspecific relationships within the genus, I would prefer to postpone the 
transfer of the remaining taxa. 

In Polystichum. once pinnate species can be found on most major land masses 
(excluding Australia and Antarctica). The largest number of such taxa is in Asia, 
where ca. 22 species in several complexes grow. As an example of the 
heterogeneity within this group, in his treatment of the genus for Japan, Ryukyu, 
and Taiwan (the only recent classification available for a large part of the genus), 
Daigobo (1972) distributed species with fronds simply pinnate or nearly so into 
11 of 16 sections. The occurrence of other simply pinnate species by region may 
be summarized as follows: the Caribbean region (17 simply pinnate spp.); 
Malaysia (5 spp.); Philippines (4 spp.); mainland Africa (1 sp.); Madagascar (2 
spp.); Madeira (1 sp.); South America (3 spp.); North America (3 spp.). 
Relationships among these various taxa remain obscure, but it is doubtful that 
they originated from a single ancestral group, given the diversity of 
morphologies present. Further studies are urgently needed. 
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